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Bluegrass 
in Central Florida

By Richard and Glynda Jones
ItÕs been almost 2 years now since Glynda and I hitched the mules
up to the wagon and headed for warmer weather. We arrived in
Central Florida at a place called The Villages at the end of April
2004. The Villages is a retirement community just north of Leesburg,
Florida and about 25 miles south of Ocala, Florida. 

The Villages is a very nice retirement community that has two 
separate downtown areas and is building a third one. It has free 
entertainment year around at each of the downtown squares, has over
100 different clubs, including a bluegrass club I helped to start about
6 months ago and 15 or 16 separate golf courses, about half of them
being executive type courses that the residents play free year around.

It also offers old man softball, paddle ball, tennis, billiards, cards, as well as large community 
swimming pools located at all the recreation centers spread out throughout the communities. 

There are many bluegrass festivals throughout Central Florida within a few hours drive and pretty
much year around. There isnÕt a strong bluegrass association in Central Florida, but North Florida
has a membership of over a thousand folks and holds a monthly camping jam at different locations
throughout Central and North Florida which we like to go to.  Also, Southwest Florida has an 
association that holds a weekend jam each month that we attend.  Locally on the weekends the
small towns, close by, put on bluegrass/country stage shows that the local bands can perform at and
usually there is jamming also. 

One thing that is different here is that they mix country and bluegrass at these local shows and 
jamming sessions. YouÕll have three groups playing bluegrass and several others that are playing
country.  WeÕre not used to that and I have to admit it gets to me. Nothing against country but IÕm
just not used to the mixing of the two styles at a jam. Another thing that strikes me here is that there
ainÕt no young folks at these jams, and when I say young IÕm talking about the 25 to 40 age group.
It would be nice to see someone that still has a bounce to their step.  Oh well, it is the retirement state. 

It took me awhile to find where the action was because the ÒVillagersÓ were not active in bluegrass
when we got down here and it was hard to find someone to play with.  But now, with the bluegrass
club formed and playing once a week, we are starting to find players many who are dusting off their
instruments that they havenÕt played in years.  ItÕs getting better as time goes on. 

IÕm playing mandolin with a group called Bluegrass Connection. The banjo player is Jerry Foran
- maybe some of you have heard of him, He was active on the Bluegrass circuit mainly through
the 1980Õs and the group was called Jerry Foran and the Bluegrass Revolution. Our band recently got
together so we are just getting started playing the area shows.  Also, Glynda has started to learn to
play the bass. WeÕve been working on it for about a week now and I think she likes it. 

We both want to say hello to everyone in Memphis and if you are heading to Central Florida in the
future, let us know, weÕll get together and pick some tunes. My e-mal is richrjones@thevillages.net

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

New MABA Members from  August to November 2005
Sandi Bethel
Ben Bewley
Carol Bishop
Dale Bowling
John Byrne
Mike Cannito
Morgan Cook

Matthew Crockett
Becky & Steve Deaux
Glenn Dolan
Laura Harris
Monroe Jones
Jim Martin
Bailey & Martha Miller

Rick Mills
Bill Stanek
Don Taylor
Greg Thompson, MD
Pat Williams
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By Tom Whittington

Fine acoustic instruments will be the focus
of MemphisÕ newest music store when
FiddlerÕs Green Music Shop opens soon.
Located in the shopping center just west of
the Racquet Club on Sanderlin between
Mendenhall and White Station, the address
is 5101 Sanderlin, 104B (former site of the
Birkenstock shoe store).

Owner Clay LevitÕs goal is to support the
acoustic music community of classical, folk,
Celtic, jazz and bluegrass musicians.  His
plan is to offer personalized service to both
beginning musicians and those looking for
that once in a lifetime instrument purchase.

The store will offer all types of acoustic
instruments as well as supplies and instruction.
Initially the shop will carry Epiphone,
Breedlove, Rigel and Weber guitars plus 
violins, mandolins, ukuleles, hammered 
dulcimers, banjos and more.  You might even
run across a set of bag pipes.  Clay also plans
on organizing musical events, in-store 
workshops, gatherings and more.

Clay is a lifelong guitar and mandolin player.
He has lived in the Memphis area for about
five and one half years. He decided follow his
love of music after getting out of the organic
farming business. 

Clay is also looking to hire a few folks to

work at FiddlerÕs Green.  Manager and
instructor positions need to be filled.  If you
might be interested in one of these positions,
give him a call at 901 684-2227.  Clay hopes
to have the store up and running during 
early December.

By Rawley Cain

On Friday October 28th Delta Blue appeared at DÕEdge Art Gallery
via invitation from Sandy Becker, an official of the downtown YMCA,
celebrating their 150th Anniversary. This was a big affair for the
YMCA in Memphis. They had a large banquet at the Peabody on
Saturday with out-of-town, visiting administrative dignitaries.

It was an open house for all the visiting dignitaries of the celebration
and the door was open for any and all Main Street visitors to wander in

and browse the gallery. The gallery has a ground floor and a basement
displaying local art and they had  food available also.

It opened at 6 pm and was supposed to close at 9 pm. We set up
midway in the gallery on the main floor and played for almost two
and a half hours with a couple of breaks. As we shut down, and were
walking out the door, everybody outside on the walk kept asking
why we were quitting! They wanted more.

The officials in charge were overwhelmed by the music and the
number of people that it brought in off the street! Folks came in
who said they were just ambling down the way and heard this great 
bluegrass music and just had to get in to see what was happening.
There were crowds of people coming in, walking around, standing
around listening to the music, then going downstairs to eat and 
coming back up and standing around some more. It was that way
all night.

Sandy Becker was thrilled by the sound and cried when trying to
tell us how much she and her co-workers appreciated our efforts. 

Jeannie Gentry played bass for us because Herb Brown has
dropped out of our group. We were hard pressed to fill that 
position. We had appearances on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
and no bass player!  Jeannie did a great job. We couldnÕt have
done it without her.  We really appreciated her stepping in and
assisting us through the sets.

Just thought IÕd let MABA know of some of the things going on
with Delta Blue.

Delta Blue at D’Edge Art Gallery

Fiddler’s Green 
- New Memphis Music Store
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By Betty Westmoreland

T
he reader may have heard that the Karl Shiflett and Big
Country is the real deal. Believe it! The band ran (literally)
onto the stage at the Lucy Opry at the Bartlett Performing

Arts and Conference Center on Saturday, November 5, 2005, and
fired off hit after hit, proving that their sound is the sound from 
yesteryear. The sound is pure tradition, and the bandÕs appearance
is the same - not flashy, not different for the sake of being different.
WellÉthere were those wing-tip shoes! 

From the traditional sound, to their manner and dress, right on up to
the single vintage RCA ribbon shell microphone emblazoned with
the letters KSBC, Karl Shiflett and Big Country presented the total
package from the early years. The band does not mimic or try to
sound like any other performer or band from the 1950Õs. It is their
own sound done in their own way, and itÕs a refreshing change.
Shiflett explains that in the earlier years, Òthe music was raw, it had
feelingÉmany people today play millions of notes, but it doesnÕt
touch you.Ó The Big Country Show definitely touches its audience.

Karl Shiflett and Big Country features Matt Arnold (ÒSugar
BritchesÓ) on vocals and fiddle; Shayne Bartley (ÒSugar LipsÓ) on
vocals and mandolin; ShiflettÕs Ò1979 tax deduction,Ó Kris Shiflett
on vocals and upright bass; Don Hill on banjo; Glen Gibson on
vocals and Dobro; and Karl Shiflett on vocals, guitar, and high
kicks! ThereÕs no safe, sure way to verify the nicknames for Arnold
and Bartley, but the high kicks were something to see. At times,
Karl Shiflett seemed so far ÒintoÓ his music that he just couldnÕt
help it, and out came the foot with a kick. There were lots of kicks
before the night was over.

The band broke out the song list with ÒLoveÕs Gonna Live Here,Ó
followed by the instrumental, ÒJohn Hardy,Ó then ÒOne Year Ago.Ó
They moved on to a wonderful Texas swing number, ÒCold, Cold
Love,Ó a natural choice for Shiflett, a native of Groesbeck, TX,
which is just east of Waco. 

Glen GibsonÕs turn was next, and he really shined on Dobro with
ÒFireballÓ and ÒWindow Up Above,Ó the George Jones classic. Matt
Arnold and Don Hill played ÒBilly in the Low Ground,Ó which was
followed by ÒIn Our Old Mountain Home.Ó 

Matt Arnold and Shayne Bartley did a great version of ÒDonÕt Let
Her Know,Ó again reminding us that the old songs can still be done
the right way. When Arnold sawed off ÒFire On The Mountain,Ó he
left no doubt that thereÕs nothing wrong with playing traditional
music in todayÕs world.

Karl Shiflett and Big Country took the time out of their program to

plug some of their instrumentsÉa commercial: They use a Frank
Daniels fiddle, a Silver Angel mandolin, and a Mike Long guitar. The
band has their schedule, several CDs and a DVD available at their
website: www.karlshiflett.com. Shiflett also reminded the audience
of their appearance at Bean Blossom, Indiana in June, 2006. 

The band finished out the first set with ÒAll I Want Is You,Ó ÒWhere
The Smoke Goes Up And The Money Goes Down,Ó and finally,
Don Hill burnt it with his banjo on ÒShuckinÕ The Corn.Ó

Following the break, Karl Shiflett and Big Country returned with
ÒTruck-drivinÕ Man,Ó ÒSoppinÕ The Gravy,Ó ÒStreets of Chicago,Ó
and ÒI Wonder If They Ever Think Of Me.Ó Then, Don Hill ran
ÒGroundspeedÓ on high speed! This band gives the audience their
moneyÕs worth and then some! The haunting sounds of ÒI Still Miss
SomeoneÓ and ÒApartment Number NineÓ reminded the listener yet
again that so many old songs are there, just waiting to be sung.

Shiflett trotted out the old story of the little baby snakesÉpots, pits,
and all the rest of it. The reader may have heard Bill Mounce and his
long-time performing partner, Francis, tell that story and so many
others, at festivals long ago in Louisiana, Arkansas and Missouri.

Glen Gibson and Matt Arnold performed ÒCincinnati RagÓ and
ÒPanhandle Rag,Ó bringing a great response from the enthusiastic
audience. The gospel number, ÒO Lord I PrayÓ was well received,
and Glen Gibson really stood out in his vocal version of ÒI DonÕt
Hurt Anymore.Ó

Karl Shiflett and Big Country closed out their wonderful show of
clean, straight-ahead traditional sounds with the popular ÒTrain 45,Ó
and their encore tune, ÒJust Goes To Show How Wrong A Man Can
Be.Ó It was a great show and a good reminder that the sound we all
think we miss is out there and alive with the Big Country Show.

Karl Shiflett
and Big Country
at the Lucy Opry on November 5, 2005



I
finally attended my first IBMA
(International Bluegrass Music
Association) convention on

October 28-30 in Nashville.  David
Ford and I made plans, got 
reservations, and headed to the
Nashville convention center on
Friday afternoon.  Within an hour
of arriving I saw three of my
favorite mandolin players roaming
the halls Ð Sam Bush, Adam
Steffey, and Ronnie McCoury.
Later I saw Mike Compton and
Roland White hanging out at the
convention.

The convention is divided into two
distinct halves Ð the first half of
the convention held
Monday through
Thursday is more
business oriented.
IBMA members
(musicians, pro-
moters, recording
professionals, radio
people, and other
business people)
have a chance to
attend workshops and
network.  The setup is
similar to any normal
trade show/convention.
The second half is called Fan Fare and is
more oriented toward performances.

The awards show was Thursday night
and was held this year in the Ryman
Auditorium (former home of the
Grand Ole Opry) located next to the
Nashville convention center.
Besides getting to see who wins
the awards, another big draw for
the awards show is the large number of
great performances during the show.  The
awards show was hosted this year by Ricky
Skaggs and Alison Krauss. I didnÕt attend but
have read some comments from folks who
thought that the awards show was not as 
professionally produced as some would have
liked but that the performances were terrific.

The Fan Fare portion of the convention starts
on Friday.  The lineup was amazing Ð nearly
every active bluegrass legend was on the bill in
addition to most of the touring professional
bands.  The shows ran from mid-day on
Friday and Saturday to about 10:30 each
night.  Alison Krauss, Del McCoury, Ricky
Skaggs, JD Crowe, Tony Rice, and Peter
Rowan all performed.  I caught the JD Crowe
show on Saturday afternoon and was blown 
away.  IÕve always appreciated his music but
seeing his group live was really a treat.  After
the show in the main hall finished at about 

10:30 pm, the
after-hours show
cases started up.
There were 8-10
meeting rooms in
the convention 
center which the
hotel setup for show
casing bands.  The
show cases ran until
about 2 am both
Friday and Saturday night. The groups 
performing in the show case rooms were 
usually lesser known, up and coming 
professional groups.

There were also a number of work-
shops on Friday and Saturday.  Many
of the hottest pickers around put on
workshops Ð I walked past one of the

banjo workshops Ð Bela
Fleck was the teacher.

The exhibit hall was another
part of the convention that was
not to be missed.  I would say
that there were probably one
hundred instrument dealers,
instrument builders, and
accessory vendors setup in the
exhibit hall.  If youÕre ever in
the market for a new 
instrument, you need to go to
this part of the convention.

YouÕll have a
chance to try
nearly every
type and model
of instrument 
available.  The
big guys Ñ
Martin, Gibson,
Elderly Ñ have
exhibits there as
well as many of
the independent
builders (Steve
Huber, Tut Taylor,

etc.).  The independent mandolin builders in
particular were there in force Ð Steve Gilchrist,
Lynn Dudenbostel, Micheal Heiden, Tom
Ellis, Sim Daley, etc.  Nearly all of the top
independent builders posed for a group picture

posted on mandolincafe.com.

If all that isnÕt enough, they also had the
Grand Master Fiddle Championship

going on over the weekend.  Some of the
best fiddlers in the county competed.

MABAÕs own Brandon Apple placed fifth in
the contest (although

my ears didnÕt hear
a better fiddler
than Brandon).

Finally, the jam-
ming Ñ lots of
great jamming
going on!  The
2nd and 3rd floor
mezzanine areas
were full of 
jammers.  The
top twelve floors

of the hotel were
designated ÒjammingÓ floors.

David and I were on the 18th floor which 
happened to be where the California
Bluegrass Association was headquartered.
The Californians had two suites open for 
jamming and showcases.  Those rooms were
packed as well as the halls and elevator areas.
There were also some marathon jams.  David
and I jammed with a couple of songwriters Ð

IBMA 
CONVENTION RECAP

By John Gay

SeeIBMA. page 7

Bluegrass Zombies
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Bluegrass Band Workshop: Just a reminder that Cypress Creek
will be conducting a bluegrass band workshop.  It will be held at
the LOL on Saturday, Dec. 10 at 12:30 PM.

Claire Lynch Songwriters Workshop: There are now enough 
participants to guarantee the songwriters workshop with Clair Lynch
which will be on February 11th, 2006 from 2pm until 5 pm.  Bill
Weir has offered to host the workshop at his Gumball Recording
Studio in Eads, Tennessee.  The workshop will be $50 dollars each,
either in cash or a check made out to Claire Lynch.  The limit will be
20 people.  Contact Harry McLellan at hmclellan@peoplepc.com or
901-867-8261 if youÕd like to reserve a place.

A Bluegrass Engagement (by Lea Talley): The Collierville Town
Square pickers - aka Lea Talley & the Rehab pickers - have played at
the Collierville Rehabilitation Center every 3rd Tuesday of the month
for almost two years. One of the most gratifying things about having
a regular gig, is that you get to know your audience on a more personal
level. Our band members often share our personal achievements, and
in turn we get to hear about the residents milestones. In our November
gig, midway through our set, a lady blurted out, ÒToday is my 
birthday.Ó She is old enough that we did not hesitate to ask how old she
was. She proudly told us her age, and we got to sing happy birthday to
a ÒyoungÓ lady who was celebrating 100 years here on this earth.
Another regularly attending couple, obvious bluegrass lovers, call out
requests for many traditional bluegrass tunes. As they nod their heads
to the music they hold hands with each other. This week, there was a
special request before we even started. The request was to have the
microphone after we played our first song. We played our first song,
and the gentleman carefully made his way to the front of the room. He
took the mic, and announced his engagement to this lady love. It was
exciting for us to witness their ÒyoungÓ love, and we were honored
that they chose ÒourÓ time to make their engagement public.

GRASS Committee Report: (by Helen Currie Davis - Grass
Chairperson): The GRASS Committee members assembled six
holiday food baskets and delivered them to the United Methodist
Neighborhood Centers on Monday, Nov. 22nd. They were so
grateful and needed the food for several families that applied for
assistance.  Thanks to all the members that donated canned goods
or money for our Thanksgiving baskets this year.

This year the GRASS Committee has selected as their Christmas 
project the NHC Healthcare Nursing Home in Somerville, TN. WeÕre 
asking MABA members to donate new fleece blankets for the 
residents. There are 55 women and 25 men that live at the nursing
home. The GRASS Committee will be making a gift bag which will
include lotion, hand-size Kleenex, deodorant, an emery board, and two
or three bite size candy bars, a peppermint stick and, of course, your
gift of a fleece blanket. The gift bags will be delivered to the Activities
Director, Shirley Kelly, on Thursday, Dec. 22nd. She will hand them
out to the residents on Christmas morning. We ask that you please buy
fleece blankets instead of throws. Throws can be quite heavy and
might be to much for some residents to handle. We will collect the
blankets on Saturday, November 26th, and Saturday, December 3rd,
10th and 17th. If any of you would like to bring your gift to the
Monday night pickinÕ, Helen Davis will be there to receive your gift. 

The GRASS Committee would like to thank all of you for your support
of our GRASS projects. Your kindness, thoughtfulness and love have
made a  difference in the lives of many people.

Friday Night Winter Picking: This year it appears there will be two
places to stay warm will picking on Friday nights in lieu of the
Collierville Town Square jam.  One jam will take place at the Bethany
Christian Church.  Directions - the church is on Bethany Road...
[Collierville area] from Poplar Avenue @ Collierville-Arlington Road,
head north. Go LEFT on Raleigh-LaGrange Road to intersection of
Bethany Road (about 1 1/2 mile). From Poplar Avenue @ Houston
Levee Road, head north. Go RIGHT on Raleigh-LaGrange Road to
intersection of Bethany Road (about 1 1/2 mile). Traveling south from
US Highway 64, it would work the same...but in reverse (LEFT off
Houston Levee Road on Raleigh-LaGrange Road; RIGHT off
Collierville-Arlington Road on Raleigh-LaGrange Road) The church is
RED BRICK. DonÕt get confused by the white church which is also near
Bethany. Look for the ÔBethany Christian ChurchÕ sign.  If you have
questions contact Betty Westmoreland at bwestmoreland9@msn.com
or bellpepper1@webtv.net.

The other location is the Collierville Christian Church which has also
agreed to host pickers Friday nights during the colder weather months.
The address of the church is 740 Gunnison Drive which is at the 
corner of Byhalia and Gunnison (which is one block south of Powell).
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RANDOM NOTES

Friday, Feb. 10 MARTY RAYBON 

Sunday, March 12  DOYLE LAWSON 

Friday, May 5 Lucy Opry/Bartlett Performing Arts &
Conference Ctr. “Pickin’ Picnic” 

Saturday, May 6 Lucy Opry/BPACC “Pickin’ Picnic” &
Grand Finale - LAURIE LEWIS 

Saturday, July 8 CHRIS STUART & BACK COUNTRY 

Saturday, August 5 CLAIRE LYNCH 

Saturday, Sept. 23 BLUE HIGHWAY 

Friday, Nov. 17 KENNY & AMANDA SMITH 

All tickets are $15, except for Doyle Lawson which is $25 and

Laurie Lewis, which is $20. 

LUCY OPRY Season passes go on sale December 1, 2005. 

It makes a great Christmas gift. Please call Beth Mays at 867-3876

to order yours today. They will also be on sale at the Chapmans

show on Sat.Dec. 3rd. The LUCY OPRY Season Pass is $90 and

does not include the Laurie Lewis concert. Please contact Bartlett

Performing Arts & Conference Center at 385-6440 for Laurie

Lewis tickets, which can be purchased early by buying one of 

their season passes. 

LUCY OPRY 2006 SCHEDULE:





MABA
P.O. Box 171152
Memphis, TN 38187-1152
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For all your Bluegrass music needs...
Bob FisherÕs Musictown

4514 Summer Avenue #5, Memphis, TN 38122 
901-682-0645 • 800-577-7536
¥ Large assortment of Martin, Gibson, Greven, Dobro, Epiphone, Washburn & Goldtone guitars, basses, banjos & mandolins.
¥ Full line repair facility fixing all types of string instruments, electronics and school band instruments.
¥ Warranty center for Gibson, Fender, Alvarez, Washburn, Crate, Ampeg and many other products.
¥ Musictown has been in business for over 30 years and will keep helping Memphis Musicians for another 30.

Fireside Music
3750 Hacks Cross Rd. #106, Memphis, TN 38125
901-507-6535 • 877-204-3008

¥ Fireside Music is your new source for all the best in musical merchandise.
¥ We carry many of the finest independent builders like Breedlove, Rowan, Beard, 
Gadow, Gallagher, Deering, Rickenbacker & Guild guitars, basses & banjos.

¥ Not only do we carry fretted instruments we carry digital pianos, band & orchestral 
instruments, drums and p.a. equipment.

¥Fireside music offers a complete assortment of music lessons available with some of the finest 
teachers around including Randall Morton for banjo, Stan Head for percussion, Nigel 
Albertson for guitar, Matthew Karner for bass, Amy Langley for clarinet, Dom Fosco 
for piano & saxophone. Please call for available days and times.


